Changes in agriculture in

Lao PDR




~ The drivers of changes... in the past

National integration — internal resettlements
°asser'icing political contrc§>I over remote upI:;md areas, populations and resourcesé
°co|on:ising the ’margins’éthrough state-spohsored agricultural expansion I

°provic§iing upland ethnicéminorities with beétter access to state services
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Lestrelin G., Castella J.C., Bourgoin J. (2012) Territorializing sustainable development: The politics of land-use planning in the Lao PDR. Journal of Contemporary Asia 42(4), 581-602.
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Since 2005 Land concessions
Contract farming
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TURNING Infrastructure development
LA N D Hydropower Mining
INTO .
CAPITAL National land master plan

Development and Dispossession
in the Mekong Region

Land titling campaigns

FOREWORD BY K. SIVARAMAKRISHNAN

Green growth

Modernization of agriculture

Responsible agricultural investment
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The Lao-China Railway is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

* could potentially increase aggregate income in Lao PDR by up to 21 percent over the long term.

e could make the country more attractive to investors, create new jobs, and accelerate economic growth.
» costs $6 billion, causing Laos' external debt to rise to 66% of its gross domestic product (GDP) by 2021.
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China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor
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From landlocked to landlinked

Belt and Road Initiative

Six international economic corridors
within the BRI Countries:

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor

New Eurasia Land Bridge Economic Corridor
China-Central Asia-West Asia Econormic Corridor
China-Indochina Economic Corridor
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Econormic Corridor
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Alternative futures

Development Goals: Conservation Goals:

I/ Turning Land Into Capital- FDI investment in land I/ Forest Strategy 2020: 70% 7o
2/ Agricultural intensification & commercialization 2/ SDG I5: Life on Land ; —
) 3/ Poverty eradication ©oe0 ®oe0 3/ Stabilization of shifting cultivation e e 0 o
4/ Regional connectivity & integration 4/ Biodiversity & Protected Areas = 7
5/ The “Battery of Southeast Asia” 5/ Sustainable agriculture, niche markets
Complex overlay of foreign direct investments & «««--.. ;
policy constrain upland livelihoods S : Shifting cultivation landscapes create
; = sigeseense @ R o) a multifunctional landscape and largest
VL A N SR NN N : . t proportion of livelihood and income to upland
i : b 8 foreign direct farmers who are poorest and most vulnerable.
6 investment projects 3

mainly for mining hydropower &
agriculture

< 2 8 O/ of all villages
Oin Lao PDR fall
inside land considered Forest

land — around 2,000 villages in
area designated protection forest
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Competing visions

Sustainable/green
Agriculture

- Small holder driven

- High value niche
market products

- Builds on local diversity

Industrial development
Industrial Agriculture:

Industrial agriculture Rubber, Bananas, Cassava,

Healthy, resilient landscape
Maize

Large-scale infrastructure
development : train,
hydropower, mining

2018 Conference Lao Uplands



Alternative futures

* Win-win situations do not exist
* Navigating amidst uncertainty
* Understanding different perspectives

Trade-offs Power relations

Scenarios

Values Narratives
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