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1. OVERVIEW

 AE is a key part of the global response to the climate 

instability, which offers unique approaches to meeting 

significant increases in our food needs of the future.

 AE is an integrated approach that simultaneously 

applies ecological and social concepts and 

principles to the design and management of food 

and agricultural systems.

 Many integrated approaches could be adapted to 

local contexts.



2. AGROECOLOGY PRACTICES IN CAMBODIA

 Organic Agriculture

 Conservation Agriculture

 Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

 Integrated Farming  

 Agroforestry

 System of Rice Intensification (SRI)

 Rice-fish culture…



3. AGROECOLOGICAL IMPACTS

Global Alliance for the Future of Food, 2021



4. WILL AE PERFORM WELL IN CAMBODIAN CONTEXT?

 Increasing population – total population was 

estimated to be approximately 17 million in 2021

(The World Bank, 2022), and it is estimated to 

increase to 20 million in 2030 (The UN, 2022);

 Increasing agricultural land – total agricultural land 

in 2020 was 57,890 sq.km (The World Bank, 2022);

 Most farmers are small-scale with low technical 

adaptation;

 High seasonal migration rate;



4. WILL AE DO GREAT IN CAMBODIAN CONTEXT?

 Susceptible-to-climate-change agriculture;

 Limited access to markets and poorly 

developed fair trade channels;

 Limited participation and recognition;

 Fragmented promotion movement;

 Low access to finance…



5. DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

Vegetables

 Domestic vegetable production was 

estimated to 716,000 tons in 2020 with 

an average annual increase of 5 or 6% 

since 2018 (CEIC, 2022).

 Vegetable consumption is estimated to 

1,000,000 tons in 2019 (WFP, 2020), and it 

is expected to increase every year. 

 Cambodia imports around 32% of 

vegetables from other countries.
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5. DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION (CONT.)

Poultry

 Poultry meat mean consumption per 

capita reached 2.15 kg in 2019.

 The total annual consumption was 

estimated to be approximately 

35,446 Tons, while the production 

quantity stood at 27,895 tons, leading 

to 21% of poultry being imported.

 Most production practices are 

subsistent.
FAOSTAT, 2022
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5. DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION (CONT.)

Rice

 Paddy production in Cambodia has 

increased from 8 million tons in 2012 to 

10.9 million tons in 2020.

 Rice accounts for over 70% of 

Cambodia’s agricultural cropped 

areas and about 50% of the agriculture 

sector output.

 Most rice productions are intensive 

practices for commercial purposes. 
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MAIN QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS

Can agroecology sustainably feed a growing population in Cambodia?

Could it be economically viable?
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