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Working Meeting: 

“Consumer Awareness on Food Standards in Cambodia” 

6 December 2018 | Phnom Penh Hotel, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Annotated Agenda 

 

A majority of the economies in Southeast Asia are strongly dependent on the agricultural 

sector and exhibit a considerable potential for trade in agricultural products. Opportunities for 

poverty alleviation and rural development through diversified trade exist for a wide range of 

product groups, such as fresh and processed fruits and vegetables. These opportunities 

have to be realized in increasingly competitive markets with strict requirements in terms of 

safety and quality. 

 

While compliance with food safety regulations of importing countries has long been a general 

prerequisite for market access, producers and traders also need to adjust to changing 

consumer perceptions and higher demands for quality standards from both, leading 

supermarket chains and a growing middle class with bigger purchasing power. Participation 

in higher-priced market segments calls for voluntary, private standards to complement legal 

requirements set by governments and duly account for quality throughout the production 

process, including aspects of climate change, fair trade and social factors. At the same time, 

innovative concepts for risk-based and self-assessments of the industry, are gaining in 

importance. 

 

GIZ, together with Consumers International (CI) and local partners, conducted a series of 

country surveys in 2017/2018 to assess the level of awareness towards food trade 

standards, with a special focus on Cambodia, Myanmar and Vietnam. This is set against the 

backdrop of GIZ’s work on promoting consumer protection as well as the implementation of 

food standards (especially organic and good agricultural practices) for fresh commodities in 

the ASEAN region. 

 

The objective of the working meeting is to share the findings of the country survey in 

Cambodia, compare and contrast them with similar efforts of other development partners, as 

well as deliberate options for the way forward on possible future activities, taking into account 

the results and recommendations of the survey. The working meeting will be co-hosted and 

chaired by GIZ and the Cambodian Institute for Research and Rural Development (CIRD). 
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Time Description 

08:00-08:30 Registration 

(coffee / tea served during the meeting) 

08:30-09:00 Opening Remarks and Introduction 

Aside from the formal opening, some important facts and figures about the 

country-specific conditions in Cambodia will be shared, notably on the 

agricultural sector, and the status of consumer protection. References will be 

made as well to the broader ASEAN context and related regional 

developments or discussions. 

 

 Mr. Prak Sereyvath, Director, CIRD  

 Ms. Sita Zimpel, Principal Advisor, GIZ 

Followed by introduction of all participants 

09:00-10:00 Snapshots from Phnom Penh (GIZ/CI Survey) 

 The session presents the scope and key findings of the survey supported by 

GIZ and CI, in collaboration with CIRD, which was conducted in the greater 

Phnom Penh area. The presentation covers the following topics: general 

background, methodological approach, major insights from the survey, and 

suggestions for the follow-up. 

 

 Ms. Alice Pham, Consultant 

Followed by Q&A 

10:00-10:15 Coffe break 

10:15-11:00 
Snapshots from Battambang, Siem Reap and Phnom Penh 

 (GRET Survey) 

 The session presents the scope and major findings of the survey carried out 

by GRET in the Battambang, Siem Reap and Phnom Penh. The 

presentation covers the following topics: general background, 

methodological approach, major insights from the survey, and suggestions 

for the follow-up. 
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 Ms. Lucie Reynaud, Technical advisor on agricultural project GRET 

  

Followed by Q&A 

11:00-12:00 Interactive Discussion and Brainstorming 

 The session serves to discuss any reactions from the participants to the 

survey findings and how these could be used as the base(line) for action-

planning. The expected output is to learn who does what with whom, i.e. to 

have a better overview about relevant stakeholders, possible contributions 

and collaboration, as well as next steps. 

 

 Facilitated by Ms. Alice Pham 

12:00-12:15 Conclusions and Closing 

 The session serves wrap up the main points from the discussion in this 

working meeting and agree on the follow-up of activities in 2019. 

 

 Mr. Prak Sereyvath, Director, CIRD  

 Ms. Sita Zimpel, Principal Advisor, GIZ 

12:15-13:30 Networking Lunch 

 
***** 


